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May 27, 2020 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

I’m sure that many of you are aware that Archbishop Miller announced that 

Parishes in the Archdiocese could reopen in a limited fashion. I’m certain that this 

news for some brought excitement that they could again participate in the 

Eucharist while many others, in fact, the vast majority, expressed serious concern 

about the reopening. On the diocesan website (https://rcav.org/) you can find the 

documents pertaining to the directives and conditions to a resumption of Sunday 

Eucharist. Please be aware that dispensation from the Sunday obligation remains in 

effect and that the decision to reopen for a limited number of participants was left 

to the discretion of the pastor of the parish with input from his parish council as 

well as many other leaders of the various parish groups. 
 

After prayer and reflection and consultation with the above mentioned, we have 

come to a decision not to reopen for the time being. Participation would be limited 

to fifty in total, reservations would need to take place, attendance would be 

recorded with contact information, and heavy sanitizing would need to take place 

after each service. The limitation of our space, the recruitment of the numerous 

volunteers needed to make this possible, the limited supply of cleaning supplies, 

and especially the risks posed to our seniors (including our priests) who are most 

vulnerable rule out this possibility for now. If you read the directives coming from 

the Archbishop’s Office, you might well appreciate why we arrived at this difficult 

decision. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

I want to thank the volunteers who make our live streaming possible; many people 

have expressed their gratitude for being able to be connected to their parish 

through this. The Covid-19 pandemic remains a fluid situation and we will revisit 

this question when we can worship in relative safety. 

 

Fr. Jack Herklotz, OMI 


